non-invasive estimation of the haemodynamic significance (CT fractional flow reserve) of coronary artery stenosis on CT angiography that is being developed by different companies [3] [4] [5] .
This focus issue of the Netherlands Heart Journal aims to help general cardiologists explore the state of the art of AI in cardiology. It also aims to increase awareness that it is likely that AI is going to influence and even disrupt daily clinical practice and healthcare in general.
The first part of the issue will focus on past, present and future evidence and gives an overview in the form of two reviews on the impact of AI in cardiology and an area of more immediate impact, cardiovascular imaging [6, 7] . In the second part of this issue, several Dutch flagship AI projects are discussed and demonstrate the potential in various areas of AI as discussed above. These efforts not only concern clinical practical problems such as cardiovascular imaging and risk assessment, but also the need for multidisciplinary collaboration [8] and dedicated data platforms to access and analyse the collected data [9, 10] .
According to scientists from every decade since the 1960s, human-like AI should have been achieved within 10-20 years. However, mainly due to a lack of computational power, there have been two so-called 'winters' for AI around 1980 and 1993, both after a period of increased interest. But with the recent increase in computational power, smarter use of hardware and data, and new strategies such as deep learning, this appears to have changed for good. Artificial intelligence is likely to make its potential come true in the era of complex data, serving as a conduit to insight for doctors in their patient's data, improving efficiency and reducing errors.
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